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F A con tenant generally reckoned by authors, and 
admitted by Scaligcr^ among the fetriLvowds, and 
according to that opinion diftrnguiflied in the enu- 
A meration of the alphabet by a name beginning with 
™ a vowel, yet has fo far the nature of a mute, 
that it is eafily pronounced before a liquid in the fame fyl- 
lable It has in Englifti an invariable found, formed by com¬ 
pression of the whole lips and a forcible breath. Its kindred 
letter h V, which, in the Jflandick alphabet, is only diftin- 
guiflied from it by a point in the body of the letter, 
Faba/ceous. adj, [fabaceus 7 Latin j Having the nature of a 
bean* , DiSf. 

FA'BLE. n.f \ fabky French j fabkh , Latin.] 
i. A feigned (lory intended to enforce feme moral precept. 

Jotham's fable of the bees is the oldeit extant, and as beau¬ 
tiful as any made fince. Jddifm's Spectator, 

2. A fiction in gene rah 

Triptolemus, fo fung the nine, 

Strew'd plenty from his cart divine; 

But, fpite of all thofe fable makers. 

He never fow\i on Almaign acres, Dryden , 

3, A vicious or foolifh fidiion. 

But refufe profane and old wives fables, 1 Tim. iv, 7* 

4* ^ he feries or contexture of events which conftitutc a poem 
epick nr dramatic k* 

T he moral is the firft bufinefs of the poet: this beintf 
formed, he contrives fuch a defign or fable as may be moil 
fuitable to "the moral. Dryden's Dufrefmy . 

The firil thing to be confidcred in an epick poem is the 
fable, which is perfect or rmpcrfe#* according as the action, 
which it relates, is more or lefs fo* AJdtfin's SpellaUr. 

5* A lye. This fenfe is merely familiar. 

To Fa ; ble. v . tL [from the noun.] 

I- To feign ; to write not truth but fiftion. 

That Saturn s forts receiv'd the three-fold r?Wn 
Of heav’n, of ocean, and deep hell beneath, & 

Old pnetis mention, fabling. Prior. 

Vain now the tales which fabling poets tell, 

7 hat wav ring conqueft fliJl dvfires to rove ! 

Jn Maribro’s camp the goddefs knows to dwell, Prior, 
2. f o ted taJfhoods ; to lye, 

Hefablet nof. I hpar theenemy. Sbakefp. Henry VT. 
i o r A ble. V , a, d o feign; to tell of falfety* 

We mean to win. 

Or turn this heav’n iifelf into the hell 
ThoufabUjl. Milton’s Paradlje Loft, b. vi. I, 202. 

-Ladies of th* Hefperides, that feem'd 
fairer than feign'd of old, or fabl'd ftnee 
U f fairy darnfds met in Foreft wide, 

By knights. AfiWr p ared 

1 a BLhU. adj. [from fable.] Celebrated in fables, 

I Li I, fabled grotto ! hail, Elyfian foil! 

^ J hoti iaireft fpr>c of fair Britannia^. Ifle! Tickcll. 

)dgni^ tir0m/tfA4r,J A dCaIer ' n fiabnj 3 writcr of 

1 o t A'BR.CATE- It. a. [ fat'ncor, Latin. 1 
* * * o build ; to conftruft. 

2 ‘ ; odevirefa J«/■ This fenfe is retained amon- 

3t ‘; m lav T rsi /° r . when they fufpedt a paper to be 
rorgi.d, they fay tt is fabricate. 1 1 

"■ J ■ 1 Tb. aa Of building i 

ofTvtt^ nrif M ° f l HC I""™" h(ll] y is t!,e '^mediate work 

tiz 1 r a|,lE ’ ,h “ fomu,h f 

r*'K«ICK. f filrUa. Lalin.l ’ f 

t- A building ; an edittee. 

in fcSS r? be ail /^ lli . f ' t f care t0 P^ce the columns, fet 
folid r ’ precifely one over another, that fo t] ie 

“ 3B??? “' ,l “ V* » rtJ vacui! 

Ti , u 1 t ' nI1 Wl ** >' c it flranee, 
f V ? ;; 1, dK ; ?» ns . oi ' this great fain-Uk ehange • 

Qi'ii tHnr old Hatton and primeval frame. “ ' p ri ^ 


To Fa'brick. v. a, [from the noun.] To build | to form; 
to conlfrudt. 

Shew what laws of life 
The cheefe inhabitants obferve, and how 
Fabrick their ma nitons. Phillips* 

Fa'bu^ist. n . yl [fabulijhy French,] A writer of fables- 
Qiiitting Efop and the fabu/fls^ he copies from Boccace. 

CrwaL 

Our bard’s a fabulijl , and deals in fifllon, Garrick . 

Fabulosity, n j . [fabuloftas, Latin,] Lyingnefs; fulnefs 
of Itorics ; fabulous invention. 

In their fabubfity they would report, that they had obferva- 
tions for twenty thoufand yean. 

Abbot's Defertpiion tf the TTorld- 
Fabulous, adj. [fabukfus* Latin.] Feigned; full of fables, 
br invented tales, 

A perfon terrified with the imagination of fpeftres, is more 
reafonable than one who thinks the appearance of fpiritsy^te- 
Ions and ground Ids, Addifm's Spe&ator^ N e . no. 

Fa bulously. adv* [from fabulous ,] In fiftion ; in a fabulous 
manner* 

1 here are many things fabuhujly delivered, and are not to 
be accepted as truths. Br&um's Vulgar Errmrs, L vi. c> 8* 
FACE, fu f [face y Ftpncb; from ftdes y Latin,] 
t. 'I he vifage, 

1 'he children of Ifrael Taw the face of Motes, that the 
fkin of Mbfes % face flione, Exod , xxxiv, 35 p 

A man fhall faccs^ vvhich^ if you examine them part by 
part, you fhall never find good; but take them together, are 
not uncomely. £ m for ^ 

Trom beauty ftill to beauty ranging, 

In ev’ry^ra I found a dart. “ = Mdlfcn’s Spefiator. 

2. Countenance; caft of the features j look j air of the face. 
Seiz’d and ty’d down to judge, how wretched 11 

Who can’t be filent, and who will not lye: 

To laugh, were want of goodnefs and of grace; 

And to be grave, exceeds all pow’r of face. Pete’s Epiiltes. 

3. I he furface ot any thing, * 

Amid watered the whole face of the ground. Gen. ii. 6 . 
4’ The front or forepart of any thing* 

I he breadth of the face ot tbehoufe, towards the Eaft, w’s 
an hundred cubits. £zei.xli. 14, 

4. State .of aftatrs. H 

He look d, and faw the face of things quite chang’d, 

1 he brazen throat of war had ceas’d to rear; 

All now was turn’d to jollity and game, 

I o luxury and riot, featt and dance. Milton’s Par. Loll. 
This would produce a nt* face of things in Europe. Addif 

5. Appearance; rtfemblance. V ^ 

_ Keep 11,11 your fortner/a«, and mix again 
With thefe loft fpirits; run all their maz« with ’em ; 

For luch are treafons. n «y r 

At the In ft fliock, with blood and powder ftain’d, 

Nor heav n, nor fea, their.formcr face retain'd; 

Fury and art produce effects foftrange, 

They trouble nature, and her vifage change. miter. 
His dialogue has fo much the face of probability, that fome 
have miftaken it for a real conference. * p 1. 

6 . Prefence ; fight- baker* 

^ S ‘ VC heT Utlt0 EJeazar ’ anJ one ifliall Hay her before 

Jove cannot fear; then tell me to m 3 * 

I hat I of all the coils am leaft in ora r ^ n j * rr 

7- Confidence; hbldnffs. SraCC - Dr >' dm i lh «*’. 

his own merits with modefty mr h W^^ C , an l C:irce aJlc = e 

*—.« E *5 

You'll S,kI the Aing will nor be <!o„c EJh 28 ' 

Xf ltb •grtorahee and face alone. .. 

no, ajMkjudg. ,b. wolf, hove tliv ti'chSlvogc 

that 






















